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THE POWER OF BELIEVING
John 20:19-31 NIV
April 2-3, 2016
19

On the evening of that first day of the week, when the disciples were together,
with the doors locked for fear of the Jewish leaders, Jesus came and stood
among them and said, “Peace be with you!” 20 After he said this, he showed
them his hands and side. The disciples were overjoyed when they saw the Lord.
21 Again Jesus said, “Peace be with you! As the Father has sent me, I am
sending you.” 22 And with that he breathed on them and said, “Receive the Holy
Spirit. 23 If you forgive anyone’s sins, their sins are forgiven; if you do not forgive
them, they are not forgiven.”
24 Now Thomas (also known as Didymus), one of the Twelve, was not with the
disciples when Jesus came. 25 So the other disciples told him, “We have seen the
Lord!” But he said to them, “Unless I see the nail marks in his hands and put
my finger where the nails were, and put my hand into his side, I will not
believe.”
26 A week later his disciples were in the house again, and Thomas was with
them. Though the doors were locked, Jesus came and stood among them and
said, “Peace be with you!” 27 Then he said to Thomas, “Put your finger here; see
my hands. Reach out your hand and put it into my side. Stop doubting and
believe.” 28 Thomas said to him, “My Lord and my God!”
29 Then Jesus told him, “Because you have seen me, you have believed; blessed
are those who have not seen and yet have believed.”
30 Jesus performed many other signs in the presence of his disciples, which are
not recorded in this book. 31 But these are written that you may believe[b] that
Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God, and that by believing you may have life in
his name.
John 20:19-31 NIV
“Faith is a reasoning trust, a trust which reckons thoughtfully and
confidently upon the trustworthiness of God.” John Stott
1. Believing is our hope for positive personal change.
4 John, To the seven churches in the province of Asia:
Grace and peace to you from him who is, and who was, and who is to
come, and from the seven spirits before his throne, 5 and from Jesus Christ,
who is the faithful witness, the firstborn from the dead, and the ruler of the
kings of the earth.
To him who loves us and has freed us from our sins by his blood, 6 and has
made us to be a kingdom and priests to serve his God and Father—to him be
glory and power for ever and ever! Amen.
7 “Look, he is coming with the clouds,” and “every eye will see him, even
those who pierced him”; and all peoples on earth “will mourn because of him.”
So shall it be! Amen.

Sanctuary Fellowship Church
Sermon - "The Power of Believing"

Apr 01-02, 2016
Page 2 of 2

8

“I am the Alpha and the Omega,” says the Lord God, “who is, and who was,
and who is to come, the Almighty.”
Revelation 1:4-8 NIV
2. Believing is our courage to move forward.
27 The apostles were brought in and made to appear before the Sanhedrin to
be questioned by the high priest. 28 “We gave you strict orders not to teach in
this name,” he said. “Yet you have filled Jerusalem with your teaching and
are determined to make us guilty of this man’s blood.”
29 Peter and the other apostles replied: “We must obey God rather than
human beings! 30 The God of our ancestors raised Jesus from the dead—
whom you killed by hanging him on a cross. 31 God exalted him to his own
right hand as Prince and Savior that he might bring Israel to repentance and
forgive their sins. 32 We are witnesses of these things,and so is the Holy
Spirit, whom God has given to those who obey him.”
Acts 5:27-32 NIV
“Don’t waste your time looking back; you’re not going that way.”
King Ragnar to sons on “Vikings”
3. Believing is our experience of joy.
1 Praise the LORD. Praise God in his sanctuary; praise him in his mighty
heavens. 2 Praise him for his acts of power; praise him for his surpassing
greatness. 3 Praise him with the sounding of the trumpet, praise him with the
harp and lyre, 4 praise him with timbrel and dancing, praise him with the
strings and pipe, 5 praise him with the clash of cymbals, praise him with
resounding cymbals. 6 Let everything that has breath praise the LORD.
Praise the LORD.
Psalm 150 NIV
4. Believing is our path to gratitude.
Thanks be to God for his indescribable gift!
2 Corinthians 9:15 NIV

Thinking It Over:
•

What is something seemingly impossible that you want God to do in your life? Do you
honestly believe he can do it?

•

How does thanking God in advance show him your belief?

•

What is an “I can’t” that you need to turn into a “God can”?

